SIRE, equality of rights among those who
support the throne will form its firmest basis.
Changes of this kind cannot be suddenly made;
yet there is one of these which cannot be too
suddenly: let no person who wishes to approach
the throne, whatever may be his rank in life, be
impeded by the prerogatives of the great. Let
men feel the necessity of equal merit to obtain
preference. It is for you to level distinctions, and
seat merit in its proper place.

Declare open war on the prejudice which
places so great a distance between military and
civil functions. It is a prejudice which, under a
feeble prince, such as your august family, like
every other, may some time produce, will expose
the country, and the crown itself, to all the
convulsions of pretorian anarchy. The officer and
the soldier, SIRE, should only be proud in the
presence of the foe. To their countrymen they
should be brothers; and, if they defend their
fellow citizens, be it remembered they are paid
by their fellow citizens. In a kingdom like yours,
perhaps, the warrior ought to have the first
degree of respect; but he ought not to have itill they ever cease ?
